
 
 
 

What Travelers Need to Know About the European Travel 
Information and Authorisation System (ETIAS) 

 
What is ETIAS? 

The European Travel Information and Authorisation System (ETIAS) is a mandatory pre-travel authorization, 
valid for up to three years or until the passport expires, for visa-exempt travelers (including U.S. citizens) 
entering most European countries (including Germany).  

• Official website: https://travel-europe.europa.eu/en/etias  
• Not a visa — it is a security screening requirement 
• Required before boarding travel to and around Europe 
• Applies to short stays only (up to 90 days within a 180-day period)  
• Linked to the travelers’ passport 

 
Key Timeline (Critical for December 2026 Travel) 

Launch: Expected last quarter of 2026 (Q4 2026)  
Applications Open: Exact date TBD (announced several months before launch)  
Important: 

• As of 1 May, applications are NOT open  
o Travelers should monitor updates throughout 2026 
o Plan to complete ETIAS prior to departure, as it is expected to be required. 

 
Who Needs ETIAS? 

You will need ETIAS if you: 
• Are traveling to any of these 30 European countries from these visa-exempt countries 
• Are traveling for: 

o   Tourism 
o   Business (including conferences) 
o   Short stays ≤ 90 days within 180 days  

You do NOT need ETIAS if: 
• You are a national of a European country requiring ETIAS or of Ireland 
• You are a dual national of a European country requiring ETIAS or Ireland and of a visa-exempt 

country 
Please note, travelers who applied for the UK Electronic Travel Authorisation (ETA) when traveling to London 
for the 2025 ISPE Europe Annual Conference, will also be required to complete the ETIAS for entry into 
Germany, as they are separate systems. 
 
See the website for complete information. 

 
Application Requirements & Cost 

Each traveler must complete an individual online application. The application is 100% online via the official EU 
website. 
 
You will need: 

• Valid passport (must match what you travel with) 
• Email address 
• Debit or credit card for payment 
• Basic personal, travel, and security information 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A02018R1806-20250203#anx_II
https://travel-europe.europa.eu/en/etias
https://travel-europe.europa.eu/etias/about-etias/who-should-apply#european-countries-requiring-etias
https://travel-europe.europa.eu/etias/about-etias/who-should-apply#who-needs-an-etias-travel-authorisation
https://travel-europe.europa.eu/etias/about-etias/who-should-apply#who-does-not-need-an-etias-travel-authorisation


 
 
 

Cost: 
• Approx. €20 fee (ages 18–70)  
• Free for: 

o Under 18 
o Over 70 

 
Recommended Action Plan for Attendees 

Now – Mid 2026 
• Ensure passport validity (must cover travel period) 
• Monitor ETIAS launch announcements 

Fall 2026 (Expected) 
• Apply for ETIAS as soon as applications open 

Before Travel (Dec 2026) 
• Confirm ETIAS approval is received 
• Bring same passport used for application 

 
 


